June 14, 2022

Re:  Support for the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act
Dear Representative,

On behalf of our organizations and our millions of members and supporters, we are writing to
offer our support for H.R. 2773, the Recovering America’s Wildlife Act of 2022 (“RAWA”),
which offers the best chance to address the extinction crisis and loss of biodiversity occurring
in this country. RAWA has improved substantially since it was first introduced in 2016 and
would represent a monumental change in how wildlife and plants are conserved. The
legislation now includes a rational funding allocation that ensures the states with the most
difficult conservation challenges receive the greatest funding, additional funding for the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, funding for Tribal Nations, and the inclusion of stronger
accountability mechanisms to ensure funding is spent on the species in the greatest need of
on-the-ground conservation.

The size of a state does not correlate with the conservation challenges that it faces. Hawaii is
one of the smallest states, but has more endangered species, and faces more difficult
conservation challenges than almost anywhere on the planet. Under the improved funding
allocation, Hawaii will now receive $60 million per year, one of the largest allocations
possible, and states in the southeast will receive significant shares of funding as well to
address the freshwater extinction crisis.

Threatened and endangered species will receive dedicated funding, as will plant species that
are too-often overlooked by state fish and game agencies. According to the US. Fish and
Wildlife Service’s own data and recovery plans, saving all species currently listed as
threatened or endangered will require $1.6-$2.3 billion per year. While RAWA funding for
endangered species will not reach this level, it is a marked improvement from the status quo,
in which hundreds of endangered species receive less than one thousand dollars per year.

We also support dedicated funding for Tribal Nations to address biodiversity challenges on
their lands. RAWA funding will vastly increase and improve the capacity of Tribal fish and
wildlife agencies to conserve and recover their wildlife and plant populations.

We certainly recognize that not every state fish and game agency is equally committed to
saving at-risk species, with states like Idaho and Montana greenlighting the mindless
slaughter of thousands of wolves. However, these antiquated states have backwards fish and
game departments in part because their funding is tied to hunting revenue. Providing these
agencies with funding and incentives to finally address the full sweep of biodiversity found in
their states could actually help modernize and transform them into functional, science-based
organizations.

We understand that RAWA may not be viewed as perfect, but it is our best and perhaps last
hope of confronting the extinction crisis in the United States. Securing $1.4 billion for
biodiversity protection is a once in a generation opportunity, and if passed, RAWA will define
broad wildlife funding for decades to come. Thus, we urge you to support and vote for this



legislation.
Sincerely,
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